NEW CAAS SCHOLARSHIP!
THANK YOU, MS. BRANDENBURG!
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Campus Engagement

February Power Hour

Dr. Barbara Odom-Wesley delivered CAAS’ February Power Hour! She serves on
the Arlington City Council, and her father—the Honorable Elzie Odom—was
Arlington’s first African American Mayor. He served from 1997 to 2003.

Dr. Odom-Wesley discussed her family’s rich history here in Texas,
as well as her vision for enhancing opportunities and the quality of life
for all residents of our City!

2



Campus & Community Engagement

9th Annual CAAS Conference

CAAS’s 9th Annual Conference was shortened due to the COVID-19 pandemic
and Snowpocalypse of 2021 (many people in Texas were still without power
during the time our conference was scheduled to take place).

This year’s Conference featured Dr. Jandel Crutchfield of Social Work,
Amber O’Dell of Texas Women'’s University, and Dr. Frederick Engram of
CAAS. Each of them provided insightful analyses of the Black Lives Matter
Movement, and shared their experiences organizing protests here in the
DFW Metroplex last summer.
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Campus & Community Engagement

City of Arlington Dr. King Celebration

In January, Dr. Shelton delivered the keynote address for the City of Arlington’s
Annual Dr. King Day Celebration! As Chair of the Arlington Unity Council, which
is a racial equity task force that reports to the Mayor and City Council, he shared
new data on racial and ethnic disparities in Arlington, as well as
recommendations for closing these divides.

After his talk, Dr. Shelton received the “Advancing The Dream Award.” A few
weeks later, the City of Arlington won the National League of Cities “City
Cultural Diversity Award” for establishing innovative diversity programs” (see
page 5). Mayor Jeff Williams described Dr. Shelton’s leadership as follows:

“Dr. Shelton brought his researcher’s orientation to the task at hand, and the
result is a report that is grounded in data but constructed from the many
perspectives of the Unity Council members and the residents of Arlington. We
are grateful for his work and the work of 28 members of the Unity Council.”
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Campus & Community Engagement
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Campus & Community Engagement

Dr. Kirby Featured in UTA Magazine!



Campus & Community Engagement

City of Arlington Wins Major Award!

Dr. Mia Kirby and Dr. Frederick Engram are CAAS’ new full-time faculty

members with joint appointments! Dr. Kirby’s position is split with the

School of Social Work, while Dr. Engram’s is split with the Department

of Criminology and Criminal Justice. They are already making a major
impact on our campus!

Dr. Kirby was featured in a recent issue of UTA Magazine (see page 6),
while Dr. Engram has organized and been part of several major events.
The screenshot above features him (left column, center) and his stu-
dents with Cole Brown (right column, center), the author of Grey Boy,
which was nominated for an NAACP Image Award.



Campus & Community Engagement

Black History Month Lecture

In February, Dr. Engram delivered a powerful lecture titled “The Roots of
America is Racism.” His talk was sponsored by the Office of Multicultural
Affairs, and included a vibrant Q&A session. Dr. Engram’s talk foreshad-
ows a class that he will be offering for CAAS in Fall 2021 titled,
“Racism and Anti-Blackness in the 21st Century.”



*

*

Give a Gift

Established in August 2012, the Center for African American Studies
(CAAS) at the University of Texas at Arlington aims to cultivate an
exceptional transdisciplinary experience through teaching, civic
engagement, and community-based research focused on the diverse
contextual conditions of Blacks in America and society at large. Our
purpose is to foster the development of student, faculty, and community
capacity to create progressive solutions that address social problems.

Endowed funding is being sought to support:

Lectures, events, and conferences

Student enrichment initiatives

Undergraduate and graduate scholarships
Faculty and student community-based research

To Give a Gift to CAAS:

1. Go to: https://giving.uta.edu/Give
2. Specify the amount
3. In the “Designation” box, please select “other”
4. In the “Comments” box, please type “Center for African
American Studies”
5. Contact CAAS to let us know about your gift

Thank yow for supporting CAAS!

For more information on how to support CAAS, please send and email to: caas@uta.edu


https://giving.uta.edu/Give
http://www.uta.edu/caas/support.html

African American Studies Minor

For more information about the AAST Minor contact
CAAS at 817-272-9642 or caas@uta.edu
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Save the Date

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Power Hour Lecture Series
April 7th, 2021
Dr. Kyrah Brown
UTA Department of Kinesiology
Via Microsoft Teams

Power Hour Lecture Series
April 21, 2021
TBA (organized and facilitated by CAAS interns from
the School of Social Work)
Via Microsoft Teams

An Evening of Black Excellence:
Achievements and Graduation
May 12th, 2021
Co-sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs
and the African American Faculty and
Staff Association
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